
 

Junction City Village Board  Meeting 
Junction City Village Hall, 1001 Main Street, Junction City, WI 54443 

Monday, March 8, 2021 --- 7:00 p.m.  
junctioncitywisconsin.gov 

Members 
Present:     President Peter Mallek, Trustees Emil Pavelski, John Spreda and Craig Vitort 
Excused:   Brad Wiernik 
Also 
Present:   Donna Buelow, Bill Tessmer, Nancy Steuck, Jason Gaboda, Pat Birkebak, Eddie Brittain,  
                 Fred Metzler and Darwin Kasner 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE /ROLL CALL  

 

President Peter Mallek called the meeting to order and the pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 
PERSONS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE VILLAGE BOARD 

 

Jason Gaboda asked if the Village was aware of the ruts made on village property in the park.  The 
company that rented the parking lot will be coming back to restore the area they used for the 
staging of their equipment. 
 

Craig Vitort asked which lots in Pamaron subdivision would require lift pumps.  There may be 
someone interested in buying the subdivision. 
 
Also asked if Robert Helmuth would be required to obtain a permit to put in a second driveway on his 
property at 717 Center Avenue.  No local permit is required. 
 
CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

 

Regular Board meeting of February 8, 2021 

Craig Vitort moved, seconded by John Spreda to approve and place on file the minutes from the 
February 8, 2021 meeting. 
 
Aye all, nays none; motion carried. 
 

Consideration and Possible Action on the Following: 

 

ENGINEER’S UPDATE 

Correspondence from Jon Strand regarding the WWTP Phosphorus Removal 
  
I had a chance to talk with Kay Curtin with WRWA last week. We both agree that the Village should 
be able to implement some lower cost repairs to meet the interim MDV phosphorus requirement of 
0.8 mg/l and should be able to get closer to the target limit of 0.2 mg/l. 
  
The existing Junction City WWTP is an activated sludge treatment system using two oxidations ditches 
and a center clarifier. 
 
Currently the WWTP is discharging phosphorus at a 6­month average of 1.13 mg/l. The plant is rated 
for 109,000 gallons/day (GPD) but is currently treating an average flow of 39,000 GPD (last 5 months 
of year 2020 after inflow and infiltration were addressed). 



  
The existing plant has several valves and water passage slide gates that are not functional. The 
brushes on the aerators are in need of replacement. The outer oxidation ring has a build up of solids 
and is currently exhibiting signs of septic waste (floating sludge, methane production). 
  
The proposed improvements include repair of the valves and diversion gates that direct flow to 
various oxidation ditch plant components, clean out both oxidation ditch rings of the build­up of 
solids, replace the brushes on the interior oxidation ditch aerators and add mixers to the outer ring. 
The proposed changes will allow the plant to function better and allow for the outer oxidation ditch 
to be operated as an anaerobic zone (without oxygen) and better aerate the inner oxidation ring. 
  
Flow metering should be added for effluent flows. An influent flow meter can also be added to 
replace the existing Parshall flume meter which has not always been accurate. 
  
This alternative is a much lower cost than making plant repairs and adding a tertiary filter at a much 
higher project cost. 
  
The next step is to discuss the proposed changes. Repairs do not require WDNR approval. The 
changes to the plant operation to promote an increased removal of phosphorus and the addition of 
flow metering will require WDNR approval of the Facility Plan, Construction Plans and Specifications. 
A contractor or contractors will need to be hired following municipal bidding procedures. USDA or 
WDNR Clean Water Funding can be utilized though with a smaller size project, it may be better to 
also address the collection system inflow and infiltration with a pipe lining project to have a project 
cost that will justify the additional requirements involved with working with a funding agency. 
 
APPROVAL OF LICENSE APPLICATIONS  

 

No license applications. 
 
REPORT OF THE PARK BOARD COMMITTEE 

 

No picnic this year.  A start date should be decided upon as to when internet services should start at 
the lodge.   Maybe for June 1??   
 
There is a request for a lodge rental on April 24th.  Can we start early?  The Board agreed to an early 
rental if everything can be ready for it. 
 
REPORT OF THE PUBLIC PROTECTION COMMITTEE  

 

No recent meeting. 
 

BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATIONS 

 

No building permit applications. 
 

REPORT OF THE WATER/SEWER UTILITIES 

 

Craig Vitort moved, seconded by Emil Pavelski to approve the quote from Kasner Construction to 
repair the manhole in the backyard Jason Gaboda’s home in the amount of $4725.00. 
 
Ayes all, nays none; motion carried. 
 
Referring to the correspondence from our Engineer and the documentation from articles regarding 
Marathon City’s Alternative Phosphorus Compliance Strategy and the City of Marshfield’s How 
Wastewater Treatment Works, Village President Peter Mallek stated that the Fred’s testing shows the 
Village is still out of compliance with phosphorus discharging.   



 
We have received a number of quotes for products for the plant which would be the short term 
solution to reducing our phosphorus levels.  Our Engineer agrees the Probiotic Solutions product 
would be the best for the Village.  Once we start using this Bio Genesis product it will take a couple of 
weeks to see results. 
 
John Spreda moved, seconded by Emil Pavelski to order 5 gallons of the Bio Genesis product from 
Probiotic Solutions. 
 
Craig Vitort moved, seconded by John Spreda to accept the bid from B & M Technical Service, Inc. 
for the purchase of 1 mixer and accessories at this time for the WWTP.  
 
Ayes all, nays none; motion carried. 
 
 B & M has 1 in stock.  Lead time if a second one is ordered is 6 months.  One mix will be a start, but 
probably 2 are needed to work properly, one for each ditch in the plant. 
 
 Regarding the freezing up of the water tower in February, the following is part of the report from 
Lane Tank: 
 
“On February 8, 2021 a request was made to come evaluate the water tower for the possibility it was 
completely frozen. Arriving on site it was immediately noted the well pump had a history of erratic 
pumping activity. Climbing the tower and looking inside it was found with a lot of ice with the center 
partially capped over. The Utility began raising and lowering their water levels. With the added 
protection of a relief valve on a hydrant near the well house, the Utility was able to break up the 
center ice. Instructions were left to continue to raise and lower the water levels, especially during the 
extreme cold temperatures we were experiencing, to help get rid of some of the ice. This issue was 
actually caught at the perfect time, prior to the tower completely freezing up. The tower was 
climbed again on February 11th to check on the icing situation and things looked under control. A 
discussion was had about the need to install a circulation system in the tank to help deter icing in the 
cold temperatures. This would be in addition to changing the high and low pump cycles in the 
winter.” 
 
Today we received from Lane tank, a letter, an invoice and two proposals for our 50,000 Gallon 
tower. At the time of a circulating install your tower would be empty so we included a proposal to do 
a full drain inspection at the time of proposed work. This would restart your 10 year inspection 
requirement and we would charge what we do for a partial drain since your tower would already be 
empty. 
 
John Spreda moved, seconded by Craig Vitort to accept the proposals from Lane Tank for the 
circulating system for the tower.  
 
Ayes all, nays none; motion carried. 
 
A proposal was also received today from Kasner Construction to build a structure at the water tower 
to house the electrical and cover the pumps.  The estimate for a 21’ x 21’ building is $36,230.00.   The 
Board discussed different options for the building location and size.   
 
Emil Pavelski moved, seconded by Craig Vitort to approve Kasner Excavating constructing the 
building that will best suit the tower needs and be reasonably priced. 
 
Ayes all, nays none; motion carried. 
 
Maybe a 21 x 21 foot building isn’t necessary.  The Village will check with other municipalities.  Maybe 
the building could be built right under the tower. 
 



TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
Emil Pavelski moved, seconded by John Spreda to approve the Treasurer’s report. 
 
Ayes all, nays none; motion carried. 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

President Peter Mallek reported that the Village will be receiving about $43,000.00 from the America 
Rescue Bill in 2021 in 2 payments. 
 
In tonight’s packets are letters that went out to renters of property in the Village with un licensed 
vehicles in their yards, junk accumulation on their property and an illegal parking of a trailer all winter 
in the Village parking lot.  They are given to April 1 to clean­up. 
 
Portage County is taking another property for unpaid taxes.  The lot belongs to Mike Frankwick and is 
adjacent to his building.  The taxes on the building have been paid up but not on the vacant parcel. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT  

 

As soon as the training materials come for the Board of Review training we’ll need to set aside an 
evening to view the video to get certified to hold Board of Review this year.  Our previous 
certifications have expired. 
 

Board of Review training, Open Book, Thursday, May 6th, 3-5 pm and Board of Review, Wednesday, 

May 19th, 7-9 pm 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

Emil Pavelski moved, seconded by John Spreda to pay the bills presented tonight for payment. 
 
Ayes all, nays none; motion carried. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
John Spreda moved, seconded by Craig Vitort to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Ayes all, nays none; motion carried. 

 
 

 
 


